August 11, 2022

New Brunswick Climbing Survey Results

Total Responses to the New Brunswick Climbing Survey: 133

1.

Are you a member of Ascent NB?
133 responses

® Yes
® No
@ Not sure

Yes (71), No (56), Not sure (6)

What age group do you belong to?

133 responses

@ under 18

® 18-24

© 25-34

@ 35-44

@ 4554

@ 55+

@ Prefer not to say

Under 18 (4), 18-24 (27), 25-34 (53), 35-44 (37), 45-54 (8), 55+ (3), Prefer not to say (1)
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| currently reside in NB
133 responses

@ yes
® o

Yes (128), No (5)

What is your level of climbing experience?
133 responses

@ Less than 1 year
@ 1-2years

@ 2-5years

@ 5-10 years

@ 10 or more years

Ty

Less than 1 year (9), 1-2 years (36), 2-5 years (34), 5-10 years (20), 10 or more years (34)
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What type(s) of climbing do you currently participate in?
133 responses

Bouldering (indoor)
Bouldering (outdoor)
Top rope (indoor)
Top rope (outdoor)
Lead (indoor)

Lead (outdoor)

Trad

Ice

None of the above

119 (89.5%)
61 (45.9%)
42 (31.6%)

80 (60.2%)
35 (26.3%)

92 (69.2%)
45 (33.8%)

25 (18.8%)

0 (0%)

Rope solof—1 (0.8%)

Alpine|—1 (0.8%)

Temporarily (I hope) out of it... 1 (0.8%)
| daughter climbs i support herfi—1 (0.8%)
Coaching/teaching—1 (0.8%)
Drytooling—1 (0.8%)
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What type(s) of climbing would you like to participate in?

133 responses

Bouldering (indoor) 91 (68.4%)
Bouldering (outdoor) 89 (66.9%)

Top rope (indoor) 79 (59.4%)

Top rope (outdoor) 78 (58.6%)
Lead (indoor) 94 (70.7%)
Lead (outdoor) 93 (69.9%)
Trad 66 (49.6%)
Ice 46 (34.6%)

None of the above 2 (1.5%)

alpine 1(0.8%)

Cave exploration 1(0.8%)

All the climbing 1(0.8%)

Coaching a competitive team 1(0.8%)
All 1(0.8%)
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How often do you currently engage in climbing activities?
133 responses

@ 2 or more times per week
@ About once a week

@ Less than once a week
@ Less than once a month
@ Once a year or less

2 or more times per week (91), about once a week (14), less than once a week (11), less than
once a month (15), once a year or less (2)

| have children or dependents who would like to be involved in climbing
133 responses

@ yes
® no

Yes (32), No (101)
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Which of the following best describes you? (select all that apply)

133 responses

African Canadianf—1 (0.8%)
Black—1 (0.8%)
East Asian (Chinese, Japan... 3 (2.3%)
Caribbean{—0 (0%)
Central Asian (Kazakh, Afgh...[—0 (0%)
Indigenous within Canada (F... |llll—6 (4.5%)
Indigenous from any other c...|—0 (0%)
Latinx[—0 (0%)
South American|—0 (0%)
South Asian (Indian, Pakista...[—0 (0%)
Southeast Asian (Filipino, C...[—0 (0%)
West Asian (Iranian, Iraqi, P...Jl—1 (0.8%)
White/Caucasian
Prefer to self identify (add de...
Prefer not to answer 5 (3.8%)
| cannot see how this can be...[—1 (0.8%)
South East Asian/Caucasianf—1 (0.8%)
Frenchj—1 (0.8%)
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123 (92.5%)

10.

What best describes your gender identity?
133 responses

Woman 44 (33.1%)
Man 77 (57.9%)
Gender non-binary

Two-spirited

Prefer not to answer

Prefer to self identify (add detai...
trans masculine (he/him)

any [i—1 (0.8%)

Performative j§—1 (0.8%)
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11.

Do you identify with any of the following? (you may select more than one)

133 responses

2 (1.5%)
2 (1.5%)

97 (72.9%)
10 (7.5%)

3 (2.3%)

12 (9%)

Asexual 5(3.8%)
Two-spirited 2 (1.5%)
Prefer to self identify (add detai...|—0 (0%)

Prefer not to answer 15 (11.3%)
None of the above
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12.

Do you personally identify as having a disability?
133 responses

@ Yes (if yes, please answer the
proceeding question)

® No

@ Prefer not to anser

—
Y

Yes (9), No, (118), Prefer not to answer (6)

13. If you answered "yes" to the previous question, and would like to specify your
disability please do so here:

- ADHD and neurodivergence

- Medical and chronic illnesses

- Visual impairment

- Injury related illness
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14.

What barriers do you face in accessing climbing in NB? (indoors or outdoors)
133 responses

Financial

Transportation

Lack of education and/or...
Lack of adaptive options d...
| feel out of place in a gym...
None of the above

To access Cochrane Lane...
My best climbing partneri...
Lack of affordable equipm...
lack of partners to go clim...
Finding a climbing partner.
crags far away

need an enthusiastic climb...
Lack of outdoor rock close...
Outdoor climbing opportun...
Time

For other types of climbing...
There is only indoor bould...
Lack of climbing facilities i...
Lack of free time

Lack of enthusiastic climbi...
Live too far away from the...
New to province and no cli...
For outdoor use it is a hig...
Current (temporary?) healt...
Lack of indoor lead facilities
Structure and communicat...
Lack of rope gyms ( monct...
The NB climbing communi...

29 (21.8%)

19 (14.3%)
35 (26.3%)

2 (1.5%)

56 (42.1%)

Additional Problems identified:

- Cochrane Lane Access complicated because of need for Ascent NB membership
- Lack of partners

- Lack of affordable equipment

- Access to crags (distance, esp. from Moncton,

- Lack of safe, consistent, and reliable learning/training opportunities
- Time

- Lack of rope gym

- Distance to gyms

- Health problems

- Lack of structure and communication within the community

- Gatekeeping
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15. What options or opportunities would help alleviate these barriers?
Learning opportunities and social events:

- Organised learning opportunities for lead climbing (indoor and outdoor), e.g. guided
trips, clinics, courses, drop-in sessions

- Social events for climbers (groups, parties, organisations, peer mentorship, match-
ups)

- Advertisement of such opportunities and social events well ahead of time
Gym climbing:

- Larger gyms/ more gyms /rope gym

- Cheaper access to gyms/competitions

- Designated hours in gyms for underrepresented groups/beginners

- Reduce toxic gym culture

- Provincial climbing organisation
Outdoor climbing:

- Call-in option for occasional climbers

- Fewer rules

- Gear rental opportunities

- Development of crags and boulders near Moncton
General:

- Friendly and welcoming environment, patience, community

- Increase diversity

- Cheap climbing education

- Other: show up, ship boulders to New Brunswick, summer, better paying jobs, no
student loans

- More focus on joy in climbing
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In the future | would like to see the NB climbing community evolve to offer the following:

133 responses

Competition pathways to nat...
Coaching certification

Safety courses (belaying, an...
Sport progression programs...

Climbing teams who can trai...
Workshops, seminars, webin...
More social/recreational clim...
Day camps or other opportu...

Group climbing trips

Promote ethics in all areas o...
Promote environmental sust...

Promote inclusion, diversity,...

Gear rental

Safe transition to outdoor cli...

Route setting training for bot...

I'm not a huge fan of the you...
Not sure, I'm here inconsiste...
| would use any of these, but...
Get that "ethics" shit out of h...

17.

1 (0.8%)
1 (0.8%)
1 (0.8%)
1 (0.8%)
1(0.8%)

55 (41.4%)
51 (38.3%)
89 (66.9%)
48 (36.1%)
56 (42.1%)
67 (50.4%)
82 (61.7%)
40 (30.1%)
76 (57.1%)
76 (57.1%)

83 (62.4%)
66 (49.6%)
57 (42.9%)
70 (52.6%)
40 60 80 100

I would be interested in volunteering at sanctioned competitions by:

133 responses

Judging

Route setting

Other competition needs: hol...
Securing sponsorships

Event marketing

| would not be interested in v...

| would be a competitor

Manufacturing goods to be u...
Coaching

Not interested

Only in NB in Sept this year : (

too busy to volunteer RN

If there were more competiti...

Assistant Route setting (Set...

| have a climbing wall associ...
Cheering. Especially in frede...

1 (0.8%)
1 (0.8%)
1 (0.8%)
1 (0.8%)
1 (0.8%)
1 (0.8%)
1 (0.8%)
1 (0.8%)
1 (0.8%)

13 (9.8%)

50 (37.6%)

38 (28.6%)
45 (33.8%)

21 (15.8%)

41 (30.8%)
43 (32.3%)
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18.

I would be interested in participating in the organization by:
133 responses

24 (18%)
25 (18.8%)
19 (14.3%)

22 (16.5%)
15 (11.3%)

15 (11.3%)

Hosting or organizing works...
Becoming a coach
Fundraising efforts

Holding an official position w...

Managing social media
Organizing social events for...
Building/maintaining a webp...

| would not be interested in p...
Advisory

Not experienced enough

Not interested

Only in NB in Sept this year : (
We'll see what comes up.
Volunteer at planned event

8 (6%)

64 (48.1%)

1 (0.8%)
1 (0.8%)
1 (0.8%)
1(0.8%)
1 (0.8%)
1 (0.8%)

19.

My goals as a climber include
133 responses

117 (88%)
100 (75.2%)

Recreational fitness

Being a part of a community
To climb a higher grade outd...
To climb competitively at an...
To climb competitively at a lo...
To climb a higher grade indo...
To compete recreationally

To become a more well-roun...
Travel to more beautiful plac...
Climbing trips to other cool p...
Climb for enjoyment

Route setting experience

To travel and be outdoors

To stay physically and menta...
Help my daughter achieve h...
To have more fun then anyb...

83 (62.4%)

)
68 (51.1%)

50 (37.6%)

100 (75.2%)
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Additional Goals: fun, enjoyment, physical and mental fitness and health, route setting,
climbing trips, be a supporter
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20. Please add anything that may be helpful as we work to develop a provincial sports

organization for Sports Climbing in NB

Outdoors:

Additional opportunities to get established in outdoor climbing/ alleviate
gatekeeping

Shoutout to Greg and supportive women in climbing

Luck as a factor in whether you have access to climbing (location, meeting the right
people, access to gear)

Rental opportunities for outdoor gear

Development of a bouldering guide

Education around real and perceived dangers

Comps and gyms:

Easier access to comp climbing for families with children

Competitions for all abilities

Organised competition teams

Shoutout to FBC for pride flags and body-positivity

Setting workshops

Additional bouldering and lead climbing gyms

Promotion of the sport

Geneal:

Promotion of inclusion is appreciated

Proactive management of climbing to establish a positive and supportive culture and
appreciation for outdoor spaces

Share knowledge in the community

Create a space whether people of all abilities can feel safe and confident
Connect with indigenous knowledge keepers



